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Environmental Protection Activities of BT Industries AB

Over 90% of the BT Group’s products are recyclable, with the
exception of batteries. Substances having an impact on the
environment that are contained in products are categorized and
managed according to either the BT Group’s black list or grey
list. For example, the BT Group has placed cadmium on its
black list and is working to completely discontinue the use of
this substance. The amounts of these blacklisted substances used
by the BT Group that have an impact on the environment have

already been reduced to very low levels. Moreover, in the market
for recycled parts and trucks, the BT Group uses new components
only to replace malfunctioning components of motors that have
been recovered from the market. BT then recycles a large
portion of these motors as its own rebuilt motors. 

By taking the preceding approach, BT has declared that its
REFLEX reach truck has satisfied the ISO 14021 type-II*
environmental label requirements. In the future, BT will
implement environmental impact assessments for all products,
covering product manufacturing to product usage as well as
publicize the results of these assessments. 

Outline of Business Activities: BT Industries is a holding company serving as the

core of the BT Group, which is composed of 80 subsidiaries and affiliated companies

(as of December 31, 2000). Headquartered in Sweden with business bases

worldwide, the BT Group engages mainly in the development, production, and sale

of warehouse trucks.

Environmental Approach

*ISO 14021 type-II: This refers to an international standard for an environmental label for displaying the environmental functions of products and is based on a product supplier’s own standards. 

Environmental label for BT REFLEX Reach Truck
BT REFLEX
Reach Truck

BT is working to reduce VOCs by replacing paints used during

the production process with powdered paints and water-soluble

paints. BT is also managing the volume of water used in

cleansing tanks as well as amounts of wastewater. In addition,

BT is establishing a framework for assessing environmental

impact when introducing new production facilities and new

production methods.

Working to Reduce Environmental Impact during the Production Process

The BT Group is carrying out operations

with consideration for the environment and

is also taking a vigorous groupwide

approach to securing ISO certification at its

business bases. Progress made in obtaining

ISO 14001 certification is shown in the

accompanying table. 

Working to Obtain ISO 14001 Certification

November 1997

November 1997

February 2001

March 1999

Mjölby (PT*1)

Mjölby (MT*2)

Antwerp

Brantford

Bolognia

Greene

Muscatine

Brantford

Sweden

Sweden

Belgium

Canada

Italy

United States

United States

Canada

BT Products AB

Life-Rite Inc.

CESAB Carrelli Elevatori S.p.A.

BT Raymond Inc.

Company name Location
ISO 14001 certification status

Date obtained Planned date for obtaining

2001

2002~2003

2002

2002

Notes: 1. PT: This is an abbreviation of powered truck and refers to a specialized plant for manufacturing powered trucks.
2. MT: This is an abbreviation of manual truck and refers to a specialized plant for manufacturing manual-type trucks, such as

hand pallet trucks.


